
6. Stamping 

 

There are several different kinds of (paper crafting-)stamps that all work a bit 

differently… 

1) Self-inking stamps 

These ones are most commonly “children’s stamps”, they have the stamping 

picture and the ink pad in one set – so the picture is always stamped with the 

same colour. 

Cleaning up: none needed. Make sure to close the lid! 

2) Rubber stamps mounted on wooden blocks 

 

Very common, ready-to use stamps. When stamping with these, it helps to have a bit of craft-foam under 

your paper for a better, more even looking picture. Here, as with all the stamps below: don’t press the 

stamp hard to the ink pad, instead pat it gently multiple times on the pad! You don’t want to get any ink in 

the grooves or the rims of the stamp! 

Cleaning up: wash it or rub it on a cleaning rag 

3) Clear mount rubber stamps 

 



These are rather uncommon, but practical: rubbery pieces that can be attached (and reattached) to a flat 

surface, most often a clear acrylic stamping block (but you could also use, for example, the lid of an ink 

pad!). Easy to use, no craft-foam needed under the paper as it is included on the stamp itself! 

Cleaning up: wash it or rub it on a cleaning rag 

 

4) Clear stamps (acrylic and photopolymer) 

Probably the most common style of intricate craft stamps these days. 

I can’t exactly tell you the difference between the acrylic and 

photopolymer ones just by looking, but the latter are of a better 

quality (the acrylic ones tend to harden with time and don’t attach to 

the blocks as well any more). 

Attach these to a transparent acrylic block (or any other flat even 

block…), put a bit of craft-foam under your paper (optional, but gives 

often a more even picture), and stamp away…  

Thanks to the transparency you can place the motives very exactly, 

and there are even layered stamp sets (or “2-step stamps”), where 

you stamp different parts of the motive on top of each other with different colours. 

 

a 3-layer stamp (the even pink bottom layer, black outlines and dark pink “shades” are all stamped 

separately)  

Cleaning up: wash it or rub it on a cleaning rag. Please make absolutely sure that you return all the tiny 

stamp pieces into their box/holder onto their respective places! I really hope I won’t lose any small eyes, 

noses or candle flames during the workshop… 

 

Handy Hint: 

Some clear stamps don’t seem to go well together with some inks (the ink just beads into tiny drops on the 

stamps and the picture is uneven). I have almost always problems with using new “stampin’up” –stamps 

with “Tim Holz” distress inks! Rubbing the stamps with a very fine “file” helps, but PLEASE ask me which 

one you should use for this purpose – you could also ruin the stamp by mistake… 

 



Materials: 

- Cardboard 

- Scissor 

- Different kinds of stamps 

- Stamp cleaning rag 

- Acrylic blocks 

- Ink pads 

- Cooperate with: different inks (7) 

  



- Empty 


