
7. Different inks 

Sources (among others):  

https://www.scrapbook.com/articles/pigment-ink-vs-and-dye-ink 

https://www.jennifermcguireink.com/2008/04/inks.html 

There are several different kinds of inks used for stamping, and every brand of inks seems to be a bit 

different too… here are the most common types we will use in this workshops 

1) Dye inks 

Dye ink is the classic stamping and scrapbooking ink.  Dyes are 

actually dissolved into a liquid like water to create the ink. Dye-

based inks absorb into the paper, bind to it and dry quickly. This 

means that the color you see in the stamp pad may look different 

on paper, depending on the paper it is used on. Dye inks are 

often easier to use and less expensive than their pigment 

counterparts. But, unlike pigment inks, you cannot use light 

colored dye inks on dark paper or cardstock because the dye ink 

seeps into the paper and will not show.   

 

There are some things you might want to check for, depending on 

what you do:  

- Are the inks you are using water proof (= can you paint over them with water colours)? 

- Are they of a long-lasting, archival quality (non-fading, acid free…)? Not important in throw-away 

cards, but if you want something to last for years, this could be of essence! 

Hint for our workshop: the Distress Archival Inks 4-pack fulfill these criteria! 

2) Pigment inks  

Pigment Inks are vibrant in intensity and opaque, they kinda "sit on the 

surface" of the paper instead of absorbing into it. They appear as the same 

color in the pad as they do when they are stamped out on the paper. 

Pigments are finely ground particles of color that are suspended in the 

liquid medium. Pigment Inks are slower-drying because the ink actually sits 

on top of the paper. Pigment inks are used for embossing. If you want to 

speed up the process of drying with pigment inks you can use a heat tool. If 

you use a pigment ink on a glossy paper without using a heat tool, it will 

not dry for a long time. Because of their formulation, when you have a 

multi-ink pad, the colors will not bleed into each color.  

 

 



3) Transparent pigment ink aka Watermark ink  

Often known by the name of one brand, “Versamark”, although there are 

other similar products as well!. Transparent and slow drying, ideal for 

heat embossing (see another instruction sheet ;)). Also perfect for making 

subtle backgrounds, as it leaves a watermark kind of image when 

stamped. 

 

 

4) Chalk inks 

These special pigment inks leave a light chalky trace, 

as if the picture was drawn with pastel chalks! 

However, they may smudge, so be careful when 

handling chalk-stamped cards.  

 

5) Oxide inks 

A product by the Ranger/Tim Holtz-brand, an ink that reacts with 

water, becoming more chalky and bright when sprayed or stamped 

with water. Slow-drying, but you can always speed it up with a 

hairdryer/ heat tool  

 

Materials: 

- Cardboard , dark and light 

- Different inks 

- A few stamps and stamp blocks 

- Cooperate with: heat embossing (8), Stamping (6) 


