5. Dry embossing
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The term embossing is used to describe techniques that result in a raised design on a surface. Paper
crafters use the expression to describe different techniques that create a design on the surface of paper or
cardstock which is slightly raised, therefore creating a subtle yet effective design feature. The opposite —a
slightly lowered profile —is called “debossed”.

The dry embossing (= relief embossing) technique creates a raised

surface on the paper or cardstock by using a stencil and a special tool

called an embossing stylus. The stencil is attached to the back of the \\\

paper and the stylus is used to gently push through the paper to \\\
create a design in relief on the front of the paper. This is a simple , . 7
technique which is easy to adapt. Different looks can be achieved on :

different papers.

Metal or brass stencils are ideal for this technique as the metal N

stencil has a sharp and clean edge which results in professional ®
looking results. But you can also use stencils made of plastic or even

cut out of cardboard.

1) Secure Your Stencil to a Window or Lightbox

Using a few little pieces of masking tape, secure the stencil to the center
of your lightbox or to a bright window. Another hack for a lightbox is to
place a lamp under a glass-topped coffee or end table and tape your
stencil onto the glass surface.

When taping down your stencil, remember the side of the stencil you
want facing up should be the reverse of what your finished design will
have. This is especially important when dry embossing any lettering.

2) Secure Your Paper to a Lightbox or Window

Place the paper over the stencil and position as desired. Carefully tape
the corners or edges with masking tape. You may want to test your tape
first to make sure it will remove cleanly. Painters tape works
exceptionally well for this type of project. Your paper should lie flat over
the stencil and not move when you begin embossing.

3) Tracing Your Design With a Stylus

Turn on your lightbox, or stand in front of the window and carefully trace
around the edges of the stencil design with your stylus. A stylus has two
ends; each a different size. Use the size that best fits the size of the
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design. Press firmly, but be careful not to rip the paper. The center of the traced design will automatically
raise. You can gently emboss the center of the stencil if you wish to add more depth to the embossed
shape.

4) Admire Your Finished Design

When you've traced the entire design, carefully lift the paper off the light source. Turn it over and admire
the raised design! You can leave your embossed design as is or you can color or embellish it. It can be
painted with acrylics, dusted with chalk, or highlighted with glitter. Explore all the possibilities!

Bonus-info (we probably don’t have metal to work with ®):

Dry Embossing on Metal - Metal embossing is done with a slightly different process. Since metal is not
translucent, and is much thicker than paper, you can emboss with the template on top of the metal, instead
of underneath.

You’ll need a soft surface to work on. A soft foam pad, such as a mouse pad,
works wonderfully to allow enough “give” to emboss the metal sheet. Place
your scrap metal face down on the foam pad. Again, you will be working on
the backside of the metal.

Next, place your template face-down on top of the scrap metal. Using the
small end of the wooden stylus, outline the design of the template. Be sure

to hold your template down firmly to keep it from slipping.

Once you have embossed the outline, use the wider end of the wooden

stylus to press the center of the design. Use soft pressure and go over the
area multiple times to avoid harsh indentation marks in the center of your design. Flip your scrap metal
over to reveal your design. To create a more defined outline, use the small end of your wooden stylus or
the small metal ball end of your metal stylus and carefully outline the raised image. This will give the raised
image some added definition.



Using the Embossing Inlay on the Scoring Board:

{

e

Sandwich the dark inlay, then your paper, and on top of it all the transparent guide. Make sure the inlay
and the guide are lined up (in the corner of the scoring board). Then follow the gaps in the guide with a
stylus to emboss them on the paper!




Materials:

- Scoring board

- Embossing styluses

- Masking tape

- Cardboard

- Scissors

- Cooperate with: Cutting (1), Aquarel pens (10)



